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MINUTES

Governmental Ral ations Committee
Meeting of June 4, 2002

Committee
member spresent

Committee
member absent

HowardWelinsky, Chair Other Commissioner spresent
Robert L. Moore, Vice Chair OdessaP. Johnson
Lancelzumi RaphPesguera

GuillermoRodriguez, Jr.
EvonneSeron Schulze
OliviaK.Singh

Alan S. Arkatov, ex officio
Carol Chandler, exofficio

Rachel E. Shetka

Calltoorder

Committee Chair Welinsky caled the June 4, 2002, meeting of the Governmental Rela-
tions Committeeto order at 9:24 am. He announced that the minutes of the Govern-
mental Relations Committee Meeting of April 2, 2002, had been approved asaCom-
mission Consent item the previous day.

L egidativeupdate,
June 2002

Chair Welinsky called on Commissiongtaff member MargeChisholmtopresenttheJune
LegidativeUpdate. Ms. Chisholm called the Committee’ sattentionto page2 of the
report, notingtheofficia nameof whatiscommonly caledthe” Racid Privacy Initiative’
isthe" Classificationby Race, Ethnicity, Color, or Nationd OriginInitiative.”

Ms. Chisholm reviewed the Commission’ s2001-2002 State | egislation matrix and
reviewedthreebillsthat had been added:

1. AB 2533 (Jackson) isa proposal that addresses campus crime reporting. Staff
recommended a Commission position of a support if amended (to provide
Commission resources needed to carry out the provisionsof thebill).

2. SB 1339 (Vasconcellos) would request the University of Cdiforniato assist school
digtrictsto ensurethat they maintain accurate A-G courseliststhat aremadeavailable
toall students. Staff recommended a Commission position of asupport.

3. SB 1493 (Alpert) would requireinclusion of specific community college nursing
programsin the Commission’ s statewide study of the admission proceduresand
attrition rates of nursing programs. Staff recommended aposition of support (but
the Commission would include these campusesin the study whether or not the bill
passed).
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Commentingon SB 1339, Alternate Commi ssioner Pesqueirasaid 200,000 chartswere
produced about two years ago that identified the course compl etions necessary for
admissiontotheCaliforniaState University and/or theUniversity of California. He
recommended that membersof theL egislaturebemadeawareof thesecharts.

M . Chisholmal sodiscussed other hills:;

1. AB 1731 (Alarcon) regarding preparation of high school studentshasbeen amended
suchthat itisno longer amandate but rather encourages high schoolsto develop a
plan to better prepare studentsfor life careers by preparing them with arigorous
curriculum.

2. AB 1747 (Briggs), which addresses higher-education facilities, needsstudy. Dueto
funding concerns, staff recommended the Commission’ s position be changed to
support if amended.

3. AB 2115 (Goldberg) related to the naming of school mascotsfailed passageonthe
Assembly FHoor.

Commissionersdirected staff to communi cate with the members of conference commit-
teeasit relatesto Commission positionsand advocacy effortson behaf of billsthe con-
fereeshad authored.

Federal Update, Staff member Karl Engelbachreportedthat Congressisinnegotiationsfor theupcoming
June2002 federd budgetthatwill beeffectiveOctober 1,2002. Hediscussedthefactthatthereare
still numerous remaining issues and questions related to the recently reauthorized
Elementary and Secondary Education Act, called The No Child Left Behind Act.
Federal officialscontinuetoaddressthesei ssues.

Withrespect tothe Teacher Quality and Recruitment Fund (formerly the Ei senhower
Professiona Devel opment State Grant Program) administered by theCommission, Mr.
Engel bach said therecontinuesto beanissuewithrespect tothefundsprovidedfor the
administration of theprogram. TheNo Child Left Behind Act providesadministrative
fundingof 1%for al programsunder theAct. However, therulesandregul ationsrecently
issued by theU.S. Department of Education noted that the State A genciesfor Higher
Education(SAHE) suchastheCommiss on, that arerespong blefor administrationof the
Teacher Quality and Recruitment Fundwoul dreceive5%for administration.

Staff member Linda White reported on the recommendation of the Office of the
Legidative Analyst that would reduce the amount of funds to the Commission for
administrationof theprogram. TheCommissiondiscussedrecent activitiesrelatedtothis
proposal.

Mr. Engelbach said staff would continueto work to resolve thisoutstanding issueand
attempt to ensure that the Commission receives 5% administrativefunding asit hashis-
toricaly. The Commissionwould be kept apprised of developments.

Adjournment  Havingnofurther business, Chair Welinsky adjournedthemeetingat 9:56a.m.
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